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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO JUSE-00 L-02 SS-15 NSC-05 SEC-01 TRSE-00 

EB-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 

PRS-01 SP-02 SCA-01 /069W 

073127 

R021625Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9783 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 1321 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO U.S. ATTORNEY, SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR PGOV CS 

SUBJECT: APPARENT END TO THE "JOYA POCO" AFFAIR 

REF: SAN JOSE 0984 
SAN JOSE A-28 

1. DESPITE THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL'S CRITICISM OF 
VESCO'S YACHT'S TAX-FREE STATUS (SAN JOSE 0984) 

AND DESPITE THE CUSTOMS DIRECTOR’S ORDER TO SEIZE 

THE YACHT AND CHARGE IT WITH VIOLATION OF COSTA RICAN 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, THE "JOYA POCO" ENTERED COSTA RICAN 
WATERS ON MARCH 14 AND PAID $151,000 IN TAXES 
(PLUS $1,000 IN FINES) AND WAS RELEASED FLYING A 
COSTA RICAN FLAG (SAN JOSE A-28). 

2. WHY THE YACHT WAS RELEASED WHILE A FRAUD 
CHARGE WAS PENDING AGAINST IT IN THE 
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BY THE CUSTOMS OFFICIAL IN PUNTARENAS WHO 
COLLECTED THE TAXES. ACCORDING TO HIS STATEMENTS 
TO THE PRESS. THE CUSTOMS DIRECTOR'S ORDER 
REGARDING THE COURT CASE AGAINST THE YACHT 
REACHED HIM AT 12 NOON ON MARCH 14 WHILE THE 
"JOYA POCO". HAD PAID ITS TAXES AT 10 AM. 

3. ALTHOUGH THE TAXES WERE PAID AND THE JOYA POCO 
REPORTEDLY LEFT COSTA RICAN WATERS, THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL INDICATED PUBLICALLY THAT HE 
WOULD CONTINUE TO STUDY THE CASE TO DETERMINE IF 
FRAUD CHARGES COULD INDEED BE BROUGHT AGAINST 
THE YACHT AND ITS CREW. HOWEVER, THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL REPORTEDLY REQUIRED MORE 
DOCUMENTATION AND SAID HIS DECISION WOULD NOT BE 
MADE UNTIL AFTER HOLY WEEK. 

4. EMBASSY SOURCES ON APRIL 1 INDICATED THAT IT 
IS NOW HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE CASE AGAINST 
VESCO'S YACHT WILL EVER BE PROCESSED. 

TODMAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEE. 
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